
   

 

All Are Invited to the Service of Wholeness 

Sunday, December 3 | 4:00 p.m. 

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of 

praise. Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them 

pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord … (James 5:13–14). 

Because Advent is a time of the community waiting in 

faith upon God, the Service for Wholeness is designed 

especially around the element of prayer. We give 

thanks for God’s promise of wholeness, praying for 

ourselves, with and for one another, for the church, 

and for the world.  

A Service for Wholeness is contemplative in nature: 

The music is gentle, community prayer echoes our 

hopes, and silence is filled with personal prayer. 

Anyone who wants may come forward for laying on 

of hands and to speak prayers to a pastor. All are 

welcome, especially anyone who wants to be 

touched by God's healing presence; pray for specific 

needs; pray for a loved one; or pray for the concerns 

of our city, nation and the world. 
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Welcome to Our Community of Faith! 

CHIMES 
THE IDLEWILD  

Advent Devotions & Calendar  

Inside you will find the Advent calendar, which has an 

activity each day leading to the Nativity of Jesus Christ. 

These are not just for children! Both the calendars and the 

Advent devotional booklets are available at the 

church. (The First Sunday of Advent is December 3.) The 

booklet is designed to enrich your experience of the Advent season with 

daily devotions written by members of the congregation. We hope you will find 

them meaningful and share them with your friends. 

 

 

Celebrating the Nativity  

of Jesus Christ 

11:00 a.m. 

Family-Friendly  

Communion Service  

5:00 p.m. 

Lessons & Carols  

11:00 p.m. 

Youth-Led Candlelight  

Communion  Service 

 

 

Since Christmas Eve is on a Sunday  

this year, our schedule is different.  

No 8:30 a.m. or 3:00 p.m. services.  

Three joyful Christmas Eve services,   

11:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m., & 11:00 p.m.,  

are held in the Sanctuary. Nursery care 

available at 11:00 a.m. &  5:00 p.m. only. 

Children are always welcome in worship!  

Please see the last page for details about 

Christmas Eve services. 

Advent Noontime Service 

& Luncheon 

Wednesdays, December 6, 13 & 20  

Each week during Advent, a noontime service is 

held in the Trippeer Chapel. Meaningful holiday 

stories add to worship and prayer as we prepare for 

the coming of the Christ Child. The service is at 12:00 each Wednesday before 

Christmas, followed by lunch ($8) at 12:30. All are welcome! 



2  

 

Two Kitchen Table Bible Study Groups Begin 

in January 

Morning Group — 9:30–11:30 a.m. | Thursdays | Jan. 4–Feb. 22 

Evening Group — 6:45–8:45 p.m.  Thursdays  Jan. 4–Feb. 22 

It takes courage sometimes to check out the constantly “breaking news” or answer 

the unexpected phone call. The bad news seems unrelenting. Using the Scriptures 

and the study guide Good and Evil, these small groups (max. 8 people each) will sit 

around the kitchen table each week and explore how we as Christians can live in 

hope despite the daily awareness of bad things happening. Kitchen Table groups 

meet at the home of Mary Lou McCaa, facilitator. Open to all. Contact Mary Lou 

at 684‑5427 or maryloumccaa@msn.com. 

IDLEWILD PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH (USA) 

1750 Union Memphis TN 38104 
www.idlewildchurch.org  

Office 901-726-4681  Fax 725-4535  
Recreation 725-4165  Children’s Center 725-7941 

 

 
 

MINISTERIAL & PROGRAM STAFF 

Staff emails & phone extensions can be found at 
www.idlewildchurch.org/who_staff.html 

Stephen R. Montgomery 
Pastor 

Anne H.K. Apple 
Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care & Evangelism  

Margaret Burnett 
Associate Pastor/Executive Director of CAFE  

Rebekah Abel Lamar 
Associate Pastor for Christian Formation 

Corinne Nienhuis 
Parish Assistant 

Stephen R. Haynes 
Theologian in Residence 

Barry Oliver 
Director of Music Ministry 

Jacob Pierce 
Interim Director of Athletics 

Shari Gross 
Interim Director of Fellowship  

Frank Kelly 
Director of Youth Ministry 

Caitlin C. Bomar 
Director of Children’s Ministry 

Sarah Wolf 
Young Adult Ministry Director 

Sara Dorrien-Christians 
Outreach Coordinator 

Doris Hurdle 
Director of Operations 

The Mission of Idlewild Presbyterian Church is 
to pursue, personify, and practice as Presby-
terians the good news of reconciliation and 
salvation in Christ through worship, education, 
fellowship, and outreach.  

The Idlewild Chimes is a publication of Idlewild 
Presbyterian Church (USA), 1750 Union Ave., 
Memphis TN 38104. The newsletter is published 
monthly, September–June, to inform members 
and friends of church programs and events. The 
Chimes is online at www.idlewildchurch.org. 
Editor: Ginny Moore, gmoore@idlewildchurch.org.  

DEADLINE FOR  
JANUARY CHIMES IS 

THURSDAY, DEC. 14 

IDLEWILDCHURCH.ORG  

Calendar | Registrations | Giving  
Bulletins | Sermons 

Member News & Resources 

 

 

 
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK 

Idlewild Presbyterian Church 

MTAM Cozy Kits & Stocking Stuffers 

Give warmth and joy for our More Than a Meal friends this holiday season. You 

can sponsor a Cozy Kit or stuff a Stocking. 

COZY KIT – Each guest will receive a gift bag filled with insulated water sport 

bottle, rain poncho, gloves, ChapStick, HotHands, thermal socks, and warm 

toboggan hat (plus a small hygiene kit, if available). These items have been pre-

purchased in order to get the warmest items possible for a discounted rate. Your 

donation of $15 makes it possible! Stop by the table Sunday morning, Dec. 3 or 10. 

We will distribute about 120 cozy kits at MTAM December 21. 

STOCKING STUFFERS  – On Dec. 3 or 10, pick up one of the small plastic stockings 

to fill for a MTAM guest. You will also receive a list of suggested stocking stuffers. 

Fil the stocking and return it to the church no later than December 17. 

Join us for More Than A Meal any Thursday. Worship is 5:00 p.m. in the chapel; 

Dinner (free for everyone) is 5:30–6:30 in the T.K. Young Room. Come and get to 

know our MTAM friends!  
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I would like to write this month about the vibrant colors of Christmas — the sparkling reds and whites; the greens; even 

the royal purple of the Advent liturgical season. But I can’t, because my heart is heavy. 

My heart is heavy because the color that seems increasingly dominant during the holiday season is blue. I do not need 

to share the statistics with you—the number of people who suffer from depression during the season, the number of 

veterans who are turned away from V.A. hospitals because of overcrowding… I just learned that an average of 22 

veterans commit suicide every day; and I must admit that mass killings are so 

frequent that we are no longer shocked. Yes, it is a blue Christmas for many. 

I read recently a blog from a man whose wife developed cancer, and he 

marveled at how the church community rallied around with casseroles and 

other forms of support. Then his daughter developed a mental illness — 

depression, I believe. And there were no casseroles. The church simply did not 

know how to respond. 

Recently some of the mass killings have been committed by angry white men. 

The president and others have more or less dismissed them by saying that they 

were mentally ill. I have a number of problems with this, the least of which is 

that this increases the stigma of mental illness. Suffering from depression, bi-

polar disease, or any number of other illnesses does not lead one to killing 

randomly, any more than being a Muslim does. It is a rare family that has not 

somehow been touched by mental illness. 

I don’t have a list of ways we can learn to respond, but it begins with an 

awareness. It begins with removing the shame or stigma that has historically 

been attached to mental illness. It begins by providing safe communities in the 

church so that our members and friends feel that this is a place where they are 

loved and accepted as they are, and where we can learn how to respond more 

compassionately and appropriately. 

And it begins the way Advent begins. Advent begins with a community of hurt. Have you ever noticed that? All of 

those beautiful poems from Isaiah: “Comfort, comfort you my people.” “The wolf shall dwell with the lamb.” All of 

those were addressed to a community of hurt, separated from families, the temple in ruins, feeling abandoned by God. 

But once the poet gave voice to the hurt, the people of God learned that abandonment was not the end of the matter. 

Despair need not reign. The trouble will end, because God is God. That was all they had, but that was enough. And the 

community of hurt became the community of hope. 

It is no secret that Advent comes when the days are short and the nights are long. And our culture tries to make us 

forget our darkness, our hurt, convincing us that if we buy enough “things” we’ll be happy. That if we sing enough “ho 

ho ho’s” our darkness will remain hidden. 

But the church knows better than that. The church knows that the light shines in darkness, and the true light was 

coming into the world. And if we as individuals and as a faith community give voice to the darkness, the light will 

shine. And the community of hurt will become a community of hope. 

As was said by our members who recently returned from Cuba: “We will not collude with despair.” That is an Advent 

message for all.  

Blessings, 

A letter to the congregation  

from Pastor Steve Montgomery 

The Light Shines in Darkness 
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Does Your Child Want to Participate in the Christmas 

Eve Program? 

This year’s Christmas Eve family service will be at 11:00 a.m. Do you have a child in 5th grade 

or younger who would like to participate? If so, contact Caitlin Bomar or check the weekly 

enewsletter for a Sign Up Genius link (www.signupgenius.com/go/4090a45acaf2aa1fa7-

christmas), where you will find detailed information.  

Rehearsals for children with speaking roles will be on Sundays, Dec. 10 & 17, and all children 

will rehearse on Friday, Dec. 22. 

All children who do not have a designated role for the 11:00 a.m. service are encouraged to 

pick up a halo (for an angel), headdress (for a shepherd), or crown (for a wise man) when they 

arrive.  

Fellowship for Young Adults & Parents of Young Children 

Saturday evening, Dec. 16 from 7:00 to 10:00, Collin and Sam Buckner will host an adults-only gathering for 

young adults and parents of young children (at least one child in junior kindergarten or below). Their 

address is 1574 Harbert. Please bring a side dish, dessert, or drink to share. Please RSVP to Sarah Wolf at 

swolf@idlewildchurch.org by Dec. 11.  

What Does the Advent Wreath Mean? 

The Advent wreath is a symbol of watchfulness and increasing joy as we anticipate Jesus’ birth. The 

wreath’s circular shape symbolizes eternity, or life without end. The candles remind us that Jesus is 

the Light of the World — he brought light and life to a dark world (see John 1:4-5). On each of the 

four Sundays of Advent, we light a new candle. As the light grows, so do our hope and joy.  

https://maps.google.com/?q=1574+Harbert+Avenue,+38104&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:swolf@idlewildchurch.org
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The light shines in the darkness, but 
the darkness has not understood it.  
The light shines in the darkness, but 
the darkness has not understood it.  

Order Poinsettias by 

December 11 

Christmas poinsettias will be in the 

sanctuary on Sunday, December 17, 

given in memory or in honor of 

friends and family. The names will be 

printed in the bulletin. Individual 

acknowledgements cannot be sent.  

Order deadline is December 11, and 

payment must be received with the 

order. Pick up an order form at  the 

church, or order poinsettias at 

www.idlewildchurch.org/registrations. 

(There’s a $3.50 processing fee for 

online orders.) 

Winter Weather Watch 

Whenever public schools are closed due to inclement weather, Idlewild 

classes, dinners and meetings will be cancelled. For info about specific 

groups, please check with the committee chair or group leader. Regardless 

of weather, More Than A Meal worship service and dinner on Thursdays 

are always held.  

Is Your Child Registered for Mini-Jammers? 

There is still time to register for Mini-Jammers! Mini Jammers is a beginner coed 

basketball program for 4 and 5 year old girls and boys. Here are complete details 

for the upcoming season. Registration deadline: Dec. 22. Cost: $55 (includes 

jersey). Scholarships available upon request. The season is January 14–February 25 

(7 Sundays). Games are at 3:00 p.m. at Lindenwood Christian Church. 

Register at idlewildchurch.org/registrations or at the church office. 

Week 1 — 5 Clinic stations (dribbling, passing, shooting twice, layups) 

Week 2 — 5 Clinic stations (dribbling, passing, shooting twice, layups) 

Week 3 — Practice with team and coaches (3:00 & 4:00 p.m.) 

Weeks 4 through 7 — Games on courts 1 & 2 (3:00 & 4:00 p.m.) 

COACHES NEEDED: We need Mini-Jammer coaches to sign up now! It is easy 

and super fun. If you would like to coach or help coach a team, or for more info, 

contact Jacob Pierce at jpierce@idlewildchurch.org or 901‑726‑4681 ext. 25.  

St. Jude Marathon Running & Cheering Teams 

Join Idlewild in cheering, running, or walking during the St. Jude Memphis 

Marathon Saturday, Dec. 2. Folks will begin gathering at 521 Stonewall at 

8:00 a.m. Contact Shari Gross at sgross@idlewildchurch.org for more details. We 

also have a running team! You can still register for the 5K and join the Idlewild 

team on the St. Jude website. Already registered for any distance? Contact Alicia 

Powers at adpowers@uwalumni.com to join the Idlewild team.  Christmas Joy Offering 

The Christmas Joy Offering will be  

received Sunday, December 17. This 

special offering has been a Presbyter-

ian tradition for more than 60 years. 

During the Advent and Christmas 

season, we celebrate the wondrous 

gift of Jesus Christ. By giving to the 

Christmas Joy Offering, you honor 

this gift by providing assistance to 

current and retired church workers in 

their time of need and developing our 

future leaders at Presbyterian-related 

racial ethnic schools and colleges. 

http://idlewildchurch.org/registrations
mailto:sgross@idlewildchurch.org
mailto:adpowers@uwalumni.com
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Dates to remember 

Dec 2 ............... St Jude Marathon Cheer Team 

Dec 2 ........................ Advent Decorating Party 

Dec 3 .................................. First Sunday Lunch 

Dec 3 ............................. Service for Wholeness 

Dec 3 ............................ BASIC Christmas Party 

Dec 4 .................... Central High Choir Concert 

Dec 5 .............................................. PW Circles 

Dec 5 .................................... YA Trivia Outing 

Dec 6 ................ Advent Noon Service & Lunch 

Dec 10 ...................... Children Sing in Worship 

Dec 10 ........................ QUEST Christmas Party 

Dec 11 ......................Poinsettia Order Deadline 

Dec 13 .............. Advent Noon Service & Lunch 

Dec 14 ................................... Chimes Deadline 

Dec 17 ...................................... Waffle Sunday 

Dec 17 ............... Young Adults Christmas Party 

Dec 20 .............. Advent Noon Service & Lunch 

Dec 24 ..................................... Christmas Eve 

11:00am Family-Friendly Communion Service 

5:00pm Lessons & Carols 

11:00pm Youth-Led Candlelight Communion 

Service 

Dec 25 ...................................... Christmas Day 

Dec 25-26...................... Church Offices Closed 

Dec 31 ......................... Contributions Deadline 

Dec 31..........................................................  

8:30 & 11:00am  Regular Worship Services 

9:40am  Fellowship for Adults   

Committee Meetings  

Meetings scheduled as of  Nov. 16. Please 

check with your committee chair or the 

church office if you have questions. 

Dec 3 ....... 12:15pm .......................... Diaconate 

Dec 4 ........ 6:00pm ......... Congregational Care 

Dec 6 ........ 5:30pm....................... Stewardship 

Dec 10 ..... 12:30pmBaptism Buddies Leadership 

Dec 11 ....... 6:30pm.........................Evangelism 

Dec 12 ...... 5:00pm .............. Worship & Music 

Dec 13 ...... 8:00am ........... Building Committee 

Dec 13 ...... 5:30pm.............. Budget & Finance 

Dec 20 ...... 5:30pm................... Session Dinner 

Dec 20 ...... 6:30pm............................... Session 

Dec 27 ...... 5:00pm ........... House & Properties 

Dec 28 ...... 8:00am ........................... Personnel 

END OF YEAR CONTRIBUTION DEADLINES  

If you have contributions questions or need assistance, feel free contact Tonya 

Moses at contributions@idlewildchurch.org or 901-726-4681. 

Contributions — Sunday, December 31 

The final day to drop off 2017 contributions is Sunday, December 31, 

2017 (New Year's Eve). All mailed contributions must be postmarked 

by December 30, 2017, in order to be reported as 2017 contributions.   

Transfer of Securities — Friday, December 29 

The transfer of securities to Idlewild must be completed by Friday, 

December 29, 2017.    

Electronic Transfer Forms  — Monday, December 18 

If you choose to use electronic transfer for your 2018 pledge payments, 

you  must fill out a new form each year. The deadline for submitting an 

electronic transfer form for your 2018 pledge payments is Monday, December 

18, 2017. Forms are available in the church office. 

— Offices are Closed December 25-26 — 

Update from the Building Committee  

As a congregation, we are building the future together—for Idlewild and for Memphis!  

Renovation project workers have been very busy! Construction drawings have 

been completed; subcontractor bids have been coming in; and the church has 

engaged Mike Watermeier as our Owner’s Representative. The Building 

Committee will give the congregation a much deeper update in a few weeks.  

You can now pay your More Idlewild pledge online. Visit the More Idlewild 

page (www.idlewildchurch.org/moreidlewild) and click MI Pledge Payment on 

the left side. 

Building Committee: Kirk Bobo & Steve Valentine, chairs; Chick Hill, Betsy Hood, 

Albert Johnson, Mark Jones, Lisa Mallory, Charlie McCrary, Josh Poag, Elizabeth 

Rouse, and Joellyn Sullivan, members; and Pastor Steve Montgomery, Doris Hurdle, 

Rebekah Abel Lamar, Jenni Brooks, & Ginny Moore, staff liaisons. 

“The mystery of the humanity of Christ, that he sunk himself into  

our flesh, is beyond all human understanding.” –Martin Luther  

 

mailto:contributions@idlewildchurch.org
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We offer condolences in these recent 

deaths in our extended church 

family: 

m  

m   

Submit your congregational news 

to Jo Ann Acuff at 726-4681 ext. 11 or 

jaacuff@idlewildchurch.org. 

 

 

Memorials 

LOUISE CANNON 

Joy Brown Wiener 

FRAN COLEY 

Sally & Ed Beasley, Jr. 

Skip & Faye Daniel 

Maizie Rhea 

Larry & Shari Tucker 

Page & Gail Williamson 

DAVID McDONALD 

Sally & Ed Beasley, Jr.  

Maggie & Milton Lovell 

Maizie Rhea 

BILL ROBERDS 

Mary Lou Adams 

WIN SHARP 

Sally & Ed Beasley, Jr. 

George Eubanks 

Cherry Falls 

Maggie & Milton Lovell 

Maizie Rhea 

CHARLES SOUTHERN 

Sally & Ed Beasley, Jr. 

FRED TERRY 

Maggie & Milton Lovell 

Mrs. Jenks Etter McCrory 

MARGARET WILSON 

Jo Ann Acuff 

Mr. & Mrs. George W. Albright 

Susan Callison 

Bettye Jean Callison Chorey 

Mary Catherine Grymes 

Maggie & Milton Lovell 

Dennis & Martha Medford 

Retha Moore 

Meredith Pritchartt 

Maizie Rhea  

Honoraria 

LEWIS DONELSON III 

Janice Donelson 

JANIE GREENWOOD 

Betty Anderson 

STEVE MONTGOMERY 

Jim & Sis Newsome 

COLEY & ROBERT NICHOLSON 

Patricia & Joey Rosenberg 

Baptized in the Faith 

Isabel Faith Tayloe 

daughter of Mary & Jay Tayloe 

Mae Wheaton Clark 

daughter of Meghan & Ben Clark 

Marriages 

Leah Barns & Trent Hanks 

Barry White & Cindy Armistead 

Jeannette Baker & Daniel McCovel 

Losses in Our Church 

Mary Jane Gentry 

November 11, 1939 - November 16, 2017 

John Kimbrough Johnson, Jr. 

June 26, 1942 – November 7, 2017 

Winfred H. Sharp 

June 20, 1922 – November 1, 2017 

Margaret Wilson 

January 25, 1916 – October 24, 2017 

___ 

William Dodds Roberds 

August 22, 1926–September 10, 2017  

Correction: In the November Chimes 

Bill Roberds’ birthdate was printed 

incorrectly. Our apologies to his family. 

Transitions in Our 

Church Family 

News of the Congregation 

Brittany Barbee ran the New York 

Marathon last month. 

Ted Cashion completed his first Iron 

Man triathlon.  

Kyle Veazey was named one of 

Memphis Business Journal’s Top 40 

under 40.  

We offer condolences in these deaths in 

our extended church family: 

m Barbara Key’s father, Edgar Weaver 

m Fran Coley, mother of Camille Duke 

m Lucille Floyd, sister of Mydelle 

Wilson & Camille Gotten 

m Daniel Matthews, brother of Dennis 

Matthews 

m David McDonald, father of David, 

Nathalie and Virginia McDonald 

m Charles Baxter Southern, father of 

Lane Whitehead 

Do you have news for the Back Fence? 

Maybe a new grandchild, award, or 

sports achievement. Send news to Jenni 

Brooks, jbrooks@idlewildchurch.org. 

Your Pledge Serves Many 

Be a part of our church’s mission, outreach and 

service. Please make sure you have submitted a 

pledge of financial support for the coming year. 

Our annual budget is based solely upon pledges 

received, so it is vital that your pledge is turned in as 

soon as possible. If you have already pledged, thank 

you for being a faithful steward!  
HOW YOU CAN SUBMIT YOUR PLEDGE 

— Pledge online at www.idlewildchurch.org/giving  

— Drop a pledge card in the offering plate or mail it to the church  

— Email your full name, address, and pledge amount to 

stewardship@idlewildchurch.org 

The best way to celebrate the 

greatest gift to humankind is to 

gather and thank our loving 

Creator.  
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THE IDLEWILD CHIMES  
 

IDLEWILD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

1750 UNION AVENUE 

MEMPHIS TENNESSEE 38104 

 

 

 Celebrating the Nativity of Jesus Christ 

With Christmas Eve being a Sunday, the schedule is different than usual. There will be three services: 11:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m., and 

11:00 p.m. Nursery care is available for the 11:00 and 5:00 services. Children are always welcome in worship! 

11:00 a.m. Family-Friendly Communion Service  

For the Sunday morning service, the children will participate and sing in worship. Communion will be served. 

(Children usually enjoy communion.) All children who do not have a designated role are encouraged to pick up a 

halo (for an angel), headdress (for a shepherd), or crown (for a wise man) when they arrive. The nursery is open 

10:30-12:15 for infants, toddlers, and two-year-olds. Babies and toddlers are very welcome in the sanctuary!  

5:00 p.m.  Service of Lessons & Carols 

For the traditional Lessons and Carols service, the Sanctuary is alight with candles and joyful music! The service includes 

beloved Christmas carols sung by the choir members and the congregation, traditional Bible lessons, and candle-lighting. 

A prelude of instrumental music begins at 4:25.  Nursery care is available, but children are very welcome!  

11:00 p.m.  Youth-led Candlelit Communion Service 

Music, readings and celebration of the Lord’s Supper lead to the joyous lighting of candles at midnight. This festive service  

is led by clergy and our senior high fellowship group. All ages are welcome to attend. No childcare available. 


