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Welcome to Our Community of Faith! 

CHIMES 
THE IDLEWILD  

Lenten Lectionary Groups Are Forming 

Groups will meet the week of March 5–week of April 2.  

Registration begins February 1 

Lenten Lectionary Groups are small groups to 

engage scripture through reflection, prayer, and 

discussion. Groups will meet in members’ homes 

around the city. They will focus on the scripture 

texts for the coming Sunday’s worship service. 

Groups will meet for five weeks during Lent, 

beginning the week of March 5 through the week 

of April 2.  

There will be a number of group locations and times to choose from, so that you 

can easily find a group to fit your schedule. 

Registration begins online February 1, and at the church on Sunday, February 5. 

Join your Idlewild community as we journey to the cross during the holy season of 

Lent, drawing closer to God and to one another through scripture and prayer.  

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday on March 1. See page 2 for details. 

Youth Collect 

for Souper 

Bowl of Caring  

On Sunday, February 5, 

bring extra dollar bills to 

church for the Souper 

Bowl of Caring. QUEST 

youth will be stationed in 

various locations after the 8:30 and 11:00 services to collect your donations. All the 

cash will go to the First Presbyterian Soup Kitchen.  

BASIC Super Bowl party will be at Meredith Hood’s home on February 5.  All 

current 8th graders are invited! Check with Frank Kelly for more details. 

What Does the Lord Require of Us? 

The four week sermon series, “What Does the Lord Require?” based on Micah 6:8, 

continues into February. As we enter a new year, we  will journey together through 

excitement and challenges: a new Children and Family Enrichment Center, a 

renovation of our facilities, the relocation of offices and classes due to renovation; 

the fear and pain of our city; and the unrest in our nation and in the world. This 

sermon series will explore scripture to see how God is leading the church.  

Our creator is the same and never 

changes despite the names given 

Him by people here and in all 

parts of the world. Even if we gave 

Him no name at all, He would 

still be there, within us, waiting to 

give us good on this earth.  

–George Washington Carver 
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Fat Tuesday Pancake Supper February 28 

Laissez Les Bon Temps Rouler! The annual Fat 

Tuesday pancake supper is February 28, at 

6:00 in the T.K. Young Room. Cost is $8 

adults, $4 children. Bring a guest or two, 

wear a mask or costume, and let the good 

times roll! There’s a parade, mask-making, 

and all the pancakes you can eat!  

Volunteers needed: Helpers will be needed 

to help to set up before and clean up after the supper. If you can help, contact 

Shari Gross, sgross@idlewildchurch.org.  

Ash Wednesday Is March 1  

The season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March 1, and our Lenten journey 

begins with the Ash Wednesday worship service at 6:30 p.m. Please make plans 

to join us as we begin the season together. Nursery care will be available.  

Lectionary readings for Ash Wednesday: Joel 2:1–2, 12–17 or Isaiah 58:1–12, 

Psalm 51:1–17, 2 Corinthians 5:20b‑6:10, Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21.  

IDLEWILD PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH (USA) 

1750 Union Memphis TN 38104 
www.idlewildchurch.org  

Office 901-726-4681  Fax 725-4535  
Recreation 725-4165  Children’s Center 725-7941 

 
 
 

MINISTERIAL & PROGRAM STAFF 

Staff emails & phone extensions can be found at 
www.idlewildchurch.org/who_staff.html 

Stephen R. Montgomery 
Pastor 

Anne H.K. Apple 
Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care & Evangelism  

Margaret Burnett 
Associate Pastor for Outreach Ministry 

Rebekah Abel Lamar 
Associate Pastor for Christian Formation 

Denton McLellan 
Parish Associate 

Corinne Nienhuis 
Parish Assistant 

Walt Tennyson 
Parish Associate 

Stephen R. Haynes 
Theologian in Residence 

Barry Oliver 
Director of Music Ministry 

Jacob Pierce 
Interim Director of Athletics 

Shari Gross 
Interim Director of Fellowship  

Frank Kelly 
Director of Youth Ministry 

Caitlin C. Bomar 
Director of Children’s Ministry 

Sarah Wolf 
Young Adult Ministry Director 

Latrice Toombs 
Children’s Center Executive Director 

Doris Hurdle 
Director of Operations 

The Mission of Idlewild Presbyterian Church is 
to pursue, personify, and practice as Presby-
terians the good news of reconciliation and 
salvation in Christ through worship, education, 
fellowship, and outreach.  

The Idlewild Chimes is a publication of Idlewild 
Presbyterian Church (USA), 1750 Union Ave., 
Memphis TN 38104. The newsletter is published 
monthly, September–June, to inform members 
and friends of church programs, news and 
events. The Chimes newsletter is online at 
www.idlewildchurch.org. Editor: Ginny Moore, 
gmoore@idlewildchurch.org.  

IDLEWILDCHURCH.ORG  

Calendar | Registrations | Giving  
Bulletins | Sermons 

Member News & Resources 

 
 

 

 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK 

DEADLINE FOR THE MARCH 

CHIMES IS FEBRUARY 9 

Donate the gift of life on 

February 12 

Our annual blood drive is Sunday, February 12. 

The Lifeblood team will be in the gym from 8:00 

until 1:00. Blood drives are vital to our 

community’s health, and as we strive to follow 

Jesus, this is a way to support a particular need.  

Watch for more details about February 12. For 

complete information about donating blood 

please visit www.lifeblood.org. 

Communion with Seniors & 

Confirmands  

A care-partner celebration among confirmands, clergy, and 

Presbyterian Women 

It is sometimes said that seniors have few opportunities to serve 

Christ alongside younger generations. To build bridges between 

the two, a representative of Presbyterian Women, our pastoral 

staff and others on the care partner team plan to join with this year’s 14 

confirmands in a cross-generational service project. On February 26, the group 

plans to visit church members who cannot leave their homes. The visits will 

conclude with a shared celebration of communion. Barbara Denley, leader of 

Lydia Ruth Circle, represents Presbyterian Women in these activities. 
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One of the charges I give to new members each month, the final one, is to 

“tell others about what God is doing here at Idlewild.” That’s the number one 

way in which we grow. 

It has been encouraging to hear stories of welcoming and hospitality as these 

new members come before the session and describe what led them to feel 

called to join. Recently, one couple came upon the recommendation of a 

mutual friend, and as soon as they were out of their car in the parking lot, 

people began speaking to them and welcoming them. 

The vast majority of first time visitors who enter these doors do so because 

someone invited them. When we say on our bulletin “Ministers: All the 

members of Idlewild,” that is part of the responsibility. And there are other 

ways people have found out about Idlewild as well. Not too long ago, I got a 

call from a dear friend, a recently retired pastor who was serving a church in 

Charleston, S.C. as an interim, who told me about an incredible family of 5 

who would be moving to Memphis. He recommended us, and they’ll be 

joining our church. Still others search the internet and find that our website 

encourages them to visit. (We’ll be updating our website this year!) 

Certainly much of what we do in worship attempts to be “visitor-friendly,” 

with instructions in the marginal notes about why we do things the way we do things. Recently, we have added a new 

welcome on our bulletin that highlights our uniqueness here in Memphis. 

But I really like the welcome that is printed in the bulletin of the Coventry 

Cathedral in England. This church was bombed and nearly destroyed 

during World War II, but they have made a point to be a community of 

reconciliation and radical hospitality. Here is what they say: 

“We extend  
a special welcome to those 

who are single, married, 

divorced, widowed, gay, confused, filthy rich, comfortable or dirt 

poor. We extend a special welcome to wailing babies and excitable 

toddlers. We welcome you whether you can sing like Pavarotti or 

just growl quietly to yourself. You’re welcome here if you’re ‘just browsing’, just woken up or just got out of 

prison. We don’t care if you’re more Christian than the Archbishop of Canterbury, or haven’t been to church 

since Christmas ten years ago. We extend a warm welcome to those who are over 60 but not grown up yet, and 

to teenagers who are growing up too fast. We welcome keep-fit mums, football dads, starving artists, tree-

huggers, latte-sippers, vegetarians, junk-food eaters. We welcome those who are in recovery and those who are 

still addicted. We welcome you if you’re having problems, are down in the dumps or don’t like organised 

religion. We offer a welcome to those who think the Earth is flat, work too hard, don’t work, can’t spell or are 

here because granny is visiting and wanted to come to the Cathedral. We welcome those who are inked, 

pierced, both or neither. We offer a special welcome to those who could use a prayer right now, had religion 

shoved down their throats as kids or got lost in the city centre and wound up here by mistake. We welcome 

pilgrims, tourists, seekers, doubters... and YOU!” 

Think that describes Idlewild?  

If not, let’s work towards that end. If so, let’s spread the word! 

 

A letter to the congregation  

from Pastor Steve Montgomery 

We are all ministers, spreading a word of welcome 
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VBS set for June 12-15 

VBS 2017 will take place June 12–15. 

We look forward to a week of 

welcoming your children in an 

exploration of who Jesus is and how 

we can more closely follow him. 

Registration will open in April, so mark 

your calendar now for June 12-15. 

Use the Mission Yearbook for Inspiration 

The Presbyterian Mission Yearbook dates back to 1892 as a simple calendar of 

prayer to help women’s societies pray for missionaries on designated days. It has 

the longest history of any denominational mission and prayer book in the United 

States. The publication’s esteemed history is reflected in the online version of the 

Mission Yearbook by connecting Presbyterians to the greater church and 

energizing them for mission. 

You can find an online edition of the Presbyterian Mission Yearbook at  

www.presbyterianmission.org/yearbook. There are also additional subscription 

options, including email and RSS feeds.  

Parents — You Are Needed for C3 on Sundays 

Children’s Church Continued (C3) is an important time for young children. Each 

Sunday, after children’s time in the 11:00 service, young children may go to C3 for 

their own program.  

Four adults are needed for C3 each Sunday—and every parent is asked to 

volunteer at least once per semester. It’s not hard, and you don’t have to have 

special training. Volunteers work in pairs and are provided with a lesson and 

supplies. Sign up today! Contact Caitlin Bomar at cbomar@idlewildchurch.org, 

and let her know if you need more information.  

CHILDREN’S CHURCH CONTINUED C3 

Join the Fun at the 

Winter Jam  

Join the group at the Winter Jam con-

cert Saturday, February 25, at the Fed-

Ex Forum. The concert is appropriate 

for all ages. Cost is $10 per person, 

pay at the door. Meet at the church 

at 4:00, then the group will leave at 

4:30 to get in line. Doors open at 

6:00, and seating is first come.  

If you want to go, please contact Shari 

Gross at sgross@idlewildchurch.org by 

that Friday, February 24. Find out 

more about Winter Jam concerts at 

http://2017.jamtour.com. 

 

Youth Ministry Fundraiser  

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12 

Watch for more details. 

 

New Officers Were Ordained on January 22 

New deacons and ruling elders were 

ordained/installed on Sunday, January 22, 

following a weekend training retreat. The 

Rev. Elizabeth Cole Goodrich, an associate 

pastor at Independent Presbyterian Church 

in Birmingham, led the retreat and 

preached that Sunday morning.  

Officers serve a three year term (youth 

elders serve one year). Those serving for 

the first time, either as deacon or elder, are 

ordained and installed; those who have 

served before in the same capacity are 

installed only.  

Deacons: Mills Barbee, Jeanne Marie 

Cummings, Sarah Haygood, Adam Henson, 

Catherine Higdon, Melissa Peeler, Alicia 

Powers, Jay Tayloe, Mike West, Mike 

Williams, Gib Wilson, Anna Witte.  

Ruling Elders: Ed Apple, Richard Baer, Barron Boyd, Mac Coffield, D.C. 

Cummings  (youth elder), Lane Faughnan, Ellis Haddad, Jenna Joshi  (youth 

elder), Nicole Joshi, Elizabeth Rouse, Nancy Thompson.  

 

Elizabeth Cole Goodrich led the 

retreat for officers last month. 
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Regular updates are being posted 

as plans and preparation continue 

on the upcoming building project. 

Watch for updates in the bulletins 

and newsletters, or click More 

Idlewild at the top of our website 

(www.idlewildchurch.org).  

It was a great year at McMerton Gardens! 

by Carl Awsumb 

McMerton Gardens had a great 2016! We served more kids, put more money in 

the pockets of motivated, focused, friendly neighborhood kids. We shared some 

good times and got to know each other, the kids, and ourselves a little better! 

Hopefully, you received some of the rewards of our gardening and community 

building.  

Expenses included $1,525 paid to kids who worked in the garden (that includes 

expenses for gift cards for shoes, an all-for-one birthday party, harvest party, and 

saving program) and $2,691 for equipment, plants, water, etc. These are rough 

numbers. Income came from donations and produce sales. We spent $490 more 

than we took in. Oh, well, it went for a good cause! Plus the fact that the garden 

has more assets.  

It won’t be long until planting time—Join us again in the coming year! 

“Join hands” was one of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s most passionate dreams. On his birthday, 

Sunday, January 15, congregations throughout the area participated in Join Hands 901. We joined 

hands after both services, dedicating ourselves to continue working for peace and justice.  

See the sanctuary photo on the back page 

 

Join Hands 901Join Hands 901  
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Dates to remember 

Feb 2 ..................................... Groundhog Day 

Feb 2 ..................................... Trezevant Circle 

Feb 5 .................................. First Sunday Lunch 

Feb 5 ............... Young Adult Super Bowl Party 

Feb 7 .............................................. PW Circles 

Feb 12...........................................Blood Drive 

Feb 12............................................ Soup’s On! 

Feb 14..................................... Valentine’s Day 

Feb 17......................... Soccer registration ends 

Feb 20 ..................................... Presidents’ Day 

Church Offices Closed, Preschool Open   

Feb 25 .......................................... PYC Retreat 

Feb 25 ................. Winter Jam at FedEx Forum 

Feb 26 .......................................... PYC Retreat 

Feb 26 .............................. PW & Confirmands 

Feb 26 ........................ Gay-Straight Fellowship 

Feb 28 ............................ Baseball sign up ends 

Feb 28 ................ Fat Tuesday Pancake Supper 

Mar 1 ...................................... Ash Wednesday  

The new Presbyterian Women Hope Circle 

meets Tuesdays at 4:30 at the church (303W). 

Committee Meetings  

These meetings were scheduled as of Jan. 19. 

Please check with your committee chair or 

the church office if you have questions. 

Feb 1 ......... 5:30pm....................... Stewardship 

Feb 6 ........ 6:00pm ......... Congregational Care 

Feb 7 ........ 3:30pm....... Bldg. Communications 

Feb 7 ........ 6:30pm.......................... IC3 Board 

Feb 8 ........ 8:00am ........... Building Committee 

Feb 8 ........ 5:30pm.............. Budget & Finance 

Feb 12...... 12:30pm .............Children’s Ministry 

Feb 12...... 12:30pm ........................ Cuba Team 

Feb 13....... 6:30pm.........................Evangelism 

Feb 14....... 5:30pm............... Worship & Music 

Feb 15....... 6:30pm............................... Session 

Feb 21...... 10:00am ..... PW Coordinating Team 

Feb 21........ 1:00pm ....... PW Bible Moderators 

Keith & Jesse Save the Day 

What happens when something in a very old building needs repaired? Folks get 

busy trying to find parts that work or figuring out how to afford a new part.   

The exhaust fan in a first floor bathrooms recently broke, and quotes to replace it 

started at $1,475. Jesse Yarbrough and Keith Carter, our incredible maintenance 

staff, went to work. Then Keith brought in his own tools, took extra time to find 

parts, and repaired the fan.  

Needless to say, the House and Property Committee is very happy! Ken Jack said 

it well: Keith avoided an expenditure of $1,475—“the equivalent of a new 

member pledging $1,475!”  

God’s Love Can Be Given is Small Ways 

God’s love is a lot bigger than our short-term missions. In Cuba, where even 

envelopes are difficult to find, the smallest thing can help many people. Below is 

an excerpt from a letter of appreciation sent to Judy Johnson from a member of 

Juan G. Hall Presbyterian Church in Cardenas. 

My Dearest Judy, 

You know what? When your present arrived I was looking for an envelope to 

write to you. Here envelopes are not present in our market. But luckily found 

some. Thank you very much for what you sent. I hope you won’t feel bad but I 

want to share some of it with friends that are going through a bad patch and 

your present permits me to buy little presents for some children that I love, so I 

hope you’ll understand you gave me the chance to help others! I loved the book, 

you knew reading is my favourite pastime. 

God bless you all. Love, Elena Leal 

Winter Weather  

Whenever public schools are closed 

due to inclement weather,  

church classes, dinners and meetings 

will be cancelled. For info about 

specific groups, please check with 

the committee chair or group leader.  

More Than A Meal on Thursdays  

is always held regardless of weather. 

 

The love for equals  

 

                                                                                  is a human thing —  

of friend for friend, brother for brother. It is to love what is loving 

and lovely. The world smiles. 

The love for the less fortunate is a beautiful thing — the love for 

those who suffer, for those who are poor, the sick, the failures, the 

unlovely. This is compassion, and it touches the heart of the world. 

The love for the more fortunate is a rare thing — to love those who 

succeed where we fail, to rejoice without envy with those who 

rejoice, the love of the poor for the rich …. The world is always 

bewildered by its saints. 

And then there is the love for the enemy — love for the one who 

does not love you but mocks, threatens and inflicts pain. The 

tortured’s love for the torturer. This is God’s love. It conquers 

the world. 

–Frederick Buechner, The Magnificent Defeat          
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 Transitions in Our 

Church Family 

Losses in the Church 

Jan Garrison White 

Feb. 28, 1953 – Dec. 20, 2016 

James R. Gillis 

July 29, 1934 – Dec. 27, 2016 

Gary Albertine 

August 8, 1925 – January 19, 2017 

Suzanne Satterfield 

Oct. 28, 1955 – Jan. 15, 2017 

Baptized in the Faith 

John Stuart Collier IV  

son of Dorothy & John Collier  

New Members 

Leah Vivian Barns  

by letter of transfer from Evergreen 

Presbyterian Church 

Virginia Myers Brewer  

by reaffirmation of faith 

Zechariah Isaac Brewer  

by reaffirmation of faith 

Joel David Cox  

by letter of transfer from First 

Presbyterian Church, Knoxville  

Rebecca Lynn Abell Cox  

by letter of transfer from First 

Presbyterian Church, Knoxville  

Trent Morris Hanks  

by reaffirmation of faith  

 

PENNY BOOTHE 

Lou Jones 

BLAND W. CANNON, MD 

Marty & Nanny Cannon &  

   Family 

BLAND W. CANNON, JR. 

Marty & Nanny Cannon &  

   Family 

LYNN CONRAD 

Beth Simpson 

MARILYN CURLE 

Carol Beachey & Don Voth 

Betty & Kenneth Jack 

Dr. & Mrs. Robert R. Llewellyn 

Perre Magness 

Anne Shaw 

Beth Simpson 

George & Mary Edith Walker 

JOHN DAVIES 

Beth Simpson 

JOHN FAIN 

Dr. & Mrs. Robert R. Llewellyn 

Memphis Cotton Patchers  

   Quilt Guild 

JIM GILLIS 

Beth Simpson 

Larry & Shari Tucker 

NATHALIE & SWAYNE LATHAM 

Peggy & Don McClure 

Gifts to the Church 

SWAYNE LATHAM, JR.  

Peggy & Don McClure 

MATTHEW PRESLEY 

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Cole 
Charlie & Ruth Emerick 

Betty & Kenneth Jack 

Brenda Presley 

Mr. & Mrs. Jody Presley 

Mr. & Mrs. Tony Presley 

Larry & Shari Tucker 

George & Mary Edith Walker 

Betty Anne Wilson 

Martha Windham 

GARY SWADDLE 

Memphis Area Modern  

   Quilt Guild 

BRADLEY THOMAS 

King & Judy Rogers 

ELAINE WARDLE 

Betty Louis Sheppard 

JAN GARRISON WHITE 

E.J. Baird 

Anne & Joseph Fisher 

Betty & Kenneth Jack 

Donna & David Rhodes 

Beth Simpson 

JIMMY WITTENBERG 

Beth Simpson 

Honorarium 

STEVE BERGER 

The Presley Family 

CHAD BRADDOCK 

Elizabeth Rouse 

JULIA & BILL GIBBONS 

Betsy & Preston Wilson 

CAMILLE & WILL GOTTEN 

Betsy & Preston Wilson 

IDLEWILD CHURCH STAFF 

Peggy & Don McClure 

IDLEWILD CHURCH VOLUNTEERS 

Idlewild Elementary School  

Randy Thompson 

A.J. NORTHROP 

Elizabeth Rouse 

MARGARET & MAJID PAYDAR 

Lou Jones 

JULIE RAINES 

John & Leslie Testerman 

BETH SIMPSON 

Joey & Tricia Rosenberg 

LISA & DON STREET 

Betsy & Preston Wilson 

NANCY & JEFF THOMPSON 

Betsy & Preston Wilson  

The Back Fence 

Submit your family news to Jenni Brooks at jbrooks@idlewildchurch.org. 

Dr. Carl Sebelius was named UTHSC COD Alumni Association 

Outstanding Alumnus for 2017. 

Nancy & Jeff Thompson have a new granddaughter. Virginia Dare 

Thompson was born Dec. 26 to Reid and Jacki Thompson in 

Charlottesville, Va. 

We offer condolences in these deaths in our extended church family: 

Jimmy Wittenberg, brother of Mary Lou Adams 

Cecil Godman Jr., father of Cecil Godman 

Lynn Conrad, father of Melissa Grimes 

Chuck Winters, son-in-law of Henry & Carol Jones 

Earnestine Robertson, mother of Betty Sights 

Memorials  
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