
   

 

The Spring Potluck and Art Auction is May 6 

Sunday, May 6 after the 11:00 service, there will be a potluck & silent art auction. 

The auction will have items created by church members and proceeds benefit Youth 

Ministry. 

Miss Faye's Famous Fried Chicken will be a lunch 

highlight, and church members will bring salads, side 

dishes and desserts. As always, we'll have good food 

and great fellowship. Bring a friend to church!  
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Welcome to Our Community of Faith! 

CHIMES 
THE IDLEWILD  

Midtown Civil Legal Clinic: May 5  

A free Midtown Legal Clinic is set for May 5, 10:00 

a.m. until noon. Idlewild is hosting the event in 

collaboration with the Memphis Area Legal Services. 

The clinic caters to anyone unable to afford legal 

services. It covers a wide range of civil (not criminal) 

legal problems you may be facing. Volunteer attorneys 

and paralegals offer advice and guidance. (They do not 

generally take on cases themselves.)  

This is not an evangelical event. People of all faiths are welcome. More details at 

www.idlewildchurch.org/specialevents. 
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The Presbytery Pentecost 

Celebration is May 20 

This year’s Presbytery Pentecost celebration, “Peace Like 

a River,” is at 4:00 p.m. May 20 at Rhodes College 

Bryan Life Center. The preacher will be the Rev. Dr. Kimberly Bracken Long. Men, 

women, youth, and children will come from east and west and north and south to 

sit together at the Lord’s table. Join your Presbyterian family as together we 

celebrate the birthday of the Church, worship, sing, share communion, and feed the 

hungry. 

If you want to attend, please sign up at the church office or email Jenni Brooks at 

jbrooks@idlewildchurch.org by Sunday, May 13.  

Pastor Steve Announces 2019 Retirement 

On March 22, 2018, Pastor Steve Montgomery announced that he will be retiring 

in April 2019. (Read Steve’s letter at www.idlewildchurch.org/membernews.) In the 

coming months, a Pastor Nominating Committee will meet often to consider 

candidates for the position of pastor.  
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Summer Choir Is About To Begin 

From Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend, the Idlewild Choir 

will be in summer mode. This means that choir will continue to sing each Sunday 

but there are no Wednesday rehearsals. Instead, the choir will meet at 10:00 a.m. 

Sundays to prepare for that morning and to look ahead to coming weeks.  

New voices and faces are welcomed! If you haven’t been able to commit to 

regular Wednesday rehearsals but would like to participate during the summer, 

contact Director of Music Ministry Barry Oliver at boliver@idlewildchurch.org. 

He will give you more information and have a music folder prepared. 
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LIKE US ON FACEBOOK 

Idlewild Presbyterian Church 

DEADLINE FOR THE JUNE  

CHIMES IS THURSDAY, MAY 10 

Save the Dates for a Kitchen Table Bible Study 

Mary Lou McCaa will host and facilitate two Kitchen Table study groups this 

summer. Both groups meet on Thursdays, June 7-26. A morning group meets 

9:30-11:30 a.m. and an evening group meets 6:00-8:00 p.m. Study material will 

be announced in May worship bulletins. Everyone is welcome to participate in 

one of these small groups of eight disciples who together grow in faith through 

Scripture study. Groups meet around the kitchen table in Mary Lou’s home. 

Contact Mary Lou at 684-5427 or maryloumccaa@msn.com. 

We Can Hardly Wait for NaCoMe! 

Save these dates on your calendar — October 12–14 — for NaCoMe All-Church 

Camp. NaCoMe is fun and refreshing for kids and adults, singles, couples, families 

and friends. Don’t wait too late and then think, “I wish I’d gone to NaCoMe!” 

Early registration is open now. Head to www.idlewildchurch.org/registrations to 

register and pay your deposit ahead of time. 

Anne Apple Named Moderator of Presbytery 

Anne H.K. Apple, our Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care and Evangelism, has been 

named Moderator of the Presbytery of the Mid-South. Joseph Hoyle is the 

Presbytery’s Vice-Moderator. Anne will also be moderating committee #14 at the 

General Assembly in June. 

Christian Parenting Guest Speakers  

Two guest speakers will address the Christian Parenting of Young Children Sunday 

School class this month. The class meets at 9:40 a.m.  

Sunday, May 6, Rabbi Feivel Strauss, 

Senior Educator at Temple Israel. Rabbi 

Strauss will speak on “What I Wish 

People Knew About Judaism.” 

Sunday, May 20, Safi Khan will be the 

class speaker with a presentation on 

“What I Wish People Knew About 

Islam.” Safi is the youth director at 

Memphis Islamic Center.  

Watch for Summer Class Information 

Who’s ready for summer? Classes, choirs, and meetings will change to summer 

schedules beginning Sunday, May 27. Watch for the summer Christian formation 

brochure and notices about schedule changes and special events.  

Safi Khan Feivel Strauss 
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I’m going to quote something and see if you can tell when it was written, and perhaps by whom: 

“The judgment of God is upon the church as never before. If the church of today does not recapture the 

sacrificial spirit of the early church, it will lose its authentic ring, forfeit the loyalty of millions, and be 

dismissed as an irrelevant social club with no meaning for this century. I am meeting with young people 

every day whose disappointment with the church has risen to outright disgust.” 

T 
hat sounds familiar, doesn’t it? We have read about and talked 

about the “nones,” (those who check none-of-the-above when 

asked which faith they belong to) as the largest group in surveys. 

These are young people who have not lost their faith in God, 

but in the church. 

But no, this wasn’t written in the past few years. It was written 55 years ago 

from a Birmingham jail by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. As many of us 

witnessed Sunday afternoon, April 15, when we heard Dr. Gibson 

eloquently narrate this letter, these words are as relevant (perhaps even 

more relevant) today than in years gone by. 

In many ways, the month of April was poignant, moving, exhilarating, and 

inspirational as we commemorated the tragic event that took place here 50 

years ago. I soon realized that I couldn’t be everywhere at once, and had to 

make choices about where I might be. I was inspired to see the sanitation 

workers honored at a musical celebration at the Cannon Center; encouraged 

to hear Taylor Branch talk about his trilogy on the Civil Rights movement 

and where we might go from here, still adhering to the gospel of non-

violence that Dr. King lived for; deeply grateful for our carillonneurs, David 

Caudill and Peggy McClure, who presented an MLK memorial carillon 

concert; and much more. 

So I had all of those feelings, but was also frustrated by how little progress we have made in the three areas Dr. King 

vocalized toward the end of his life, especially in the speech he gave at the Riverside Church on April 4, 1976, one 

year to the day before he was assassinated. He addressed militarism, economic justice (poverty), and racism, and 

talked about how all three were interconnected. 

I don’t know where we as a church will go from here. We have received some wonderful suggestions from those who 

attended Dr. Gibson’s presentation. The session has already approved participation in Memphis Interfaith Coalition of 

Action and Hope (MICAH), and Children and Family Enrichment (CAFE) is addressing some of these in a unique and 

transformative way. 

But I do know this: The same God who has been with us in the past, will lead us into the future. In the midst of 

transitions, uncertainty, and despair when many of us feel that we are regressing as a nation in terms of moral and 

ethical values, please remember that we are an Easter people, and that God can — and will — continue to surprise 

and amaze us, as God did at the empty tomb. And we just might recapture the “sacrificial spirit of the early church.”  

So friends, keep the faith, for “in some not too distant tomorrow the radiant stars of love and brotherhood [and 

sisterhood] will shine over our great nation with all of their scintillating beauty” (from Dr. King’s Letter from 

Birmingham Jail).  

Blessings, 

A letter to the congregation  

from Pastor Steve Montgomery 

We are an Easter people, amazed by God 
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The Blessing of McMerton Gardens 

On April 21, as part of Earth Day weekend, a wonderful celebration was held 

at McMerton Gardens in Binghamton. Outreach Coordinator Sara Dorrien-

Christians led in a blessing of the gardens and the neighborhood. Carl 

Awsumb gave a tour of the many plots, greenhouse and workshops. Pastor 

Steve Montgomery led a happy sing-a-long. Several garden volunteers, 

including Clare Stallings, Katie Cole, and Jim Levernier, joined neighborhood 

boys and girls as they planted and watered the new seedlings.  

MLK50 Events 

In April, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was 

commemorated throughout the city. 

Here at Idlewild, carillonneurs David 

Caudill and Peggy McClure (right) 

presented a special carillon concert on 

April 4, and tolled the bells 39 times 

(once for each year Dr. King lived). The 

following week, we welcomed Dr. 

Ernest Gibson (left) from Rhodes, who 

gave a dramatic reading of Dr. King’s 

Letter from Birmingham Jail.    
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Soccer Sign Up Starts  

Fall soccer registration is open May 14–

July 27. Soccer practice for ages 6–12 

begins mid-August and games in mid-

September. Mini-Strikers for ages 4–5 is 

eight weeks, beginning mid-September 

(two weeks clinic-style practices and six 

weeks of games). 

Gay-Straight Gathering 

Sunday, May 20, the Gay-Straight 

ChristCare fellowship will have a 

potluck at Stephanie and Thad’s home. 

The group will remember Harvey Milk 

Day and his impact on the community. 

QUEST 24 Hours  

QUEST 24 Hours (Q24) for rising 6th, 

7th and 8th graders is May 29–30. This 

year’s programming is  through 

Memphis Youth Mission. Q24 youth 

will stay at First Presbyterian, 

participate in projects around the city, 

and tour special sites while relating 

experiences to the theme of Living our 

Faith. This is a great opportunity for 

QUEST youth to serve the community 

and to build friendships. If you missed 

the sign-up date, contact Dara Bigger or 

Frank Kelly.  

Volunteers Offer 

Enrichment Classes 

Adopt-A-School committee and other 

church volunteers will offer enrichment 

classes May 7, 14 and 21. These are for 

4th and 5th graders at Idlewild Elemen-

tary. These are fun classes which include 

recreation, “silly” science, photography, 

and reader’s theater. 

Summer Teachers & Shepherds Are Needed  

Summer Sunday School teachers and shepherds are needed from May 27 to 

August 12. There are two summer classes: completed PK-1st grade and completed 

2nd-5th grades. Curriculum will be provided. Please let Caitlin know if you are 

able to serve in this important way, whether for most of the summer or even just 

a week or two. It’s a rewarding way to help our youngest church members. 

Family & Children’s Special Events in May 

Sunday, May 6: The SK-2nd Grade Children’s Choir will sing during the 11 o’clock 

service Sunday, May 6. We look forward to this special treat.  

Saturday, May 19: A Farm Party for 5th grade and under families will be held 

Saturday, May 19 from 4:00 to 6:30 p.m., hosted by Judy Johnson at 177 

Kimbrough Road, Atoka 38004. There will be fellowship, dinner and outdoor 

family games. Please RSVP to Caitlin no later than May 13. 

Sunday, May 20: An end of the year party will be lots of fun for the children’s 

Sunday School classes from 9:40 to 10:40 Sunday, May 20 in their classrooms. It’s 

also Teacher Appreciation Sunday, so children are encouraged to write thank you 

cards or make simple homemade gifts as a token of appreciation for their teachers 

and shepherds. Parents, can you help decorate the rooms from 1:00 to 3:00 the 

day before? If so, please let Caitlin know at cbomar@idlewildchurch.org.  

Parents Nights Out in June, July, August 

This coming summer, three service-oriented events will be held for rising PK-5th 

grade children. These Parents Night Out evenings will be on Fridays, June 

22, July 6 and August 3, from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. (Childcare provided for nursery-

aged children.) Costs is only $10 per family. Register at www.idlewildchurch.org/

registrations. Space is limited. 

MANY HELPING HANDS — youth and adults — are needed for these special 

events. If you are able to help, contact Caitlin at cbomar@idlewildchurch.org or 

sign up online at www.idlewildchurch.org. 

New Presbyterian Women Leaders 

It was a beautiful day for the Presbyterian Women’s Spring Gathering on April 17. 

Mary Lee Schaefer was honored with a  Lifetime Member Award; Associate Pastor 

Margaret Burnett gave a presentation; PW Moderator Teresa Caldwell led the 

program; and new officers and circle leaders were named. The 2018-19 leaders 

are Barbara Denley, moderator; Kathy Love, secretary, Sarah Brandon, treasurer, 

Lee Anne Roehm, circle leader, Catherine Berger, spiritual leader, and circle 

leaders Susan Taylor, Mary Lou McCaa, and Katie Cole.  

Thank someone today.  

Go out of your way to 

acknowledge the generosity  

of a person you know. 
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Dates to remember 

May 1.............................................. PW Circles  

May 5 Legal Clinic 

May 6 Confirmation Sunday 

May 6 Potluck & Art Auction 

May 10 Ascension of the Lord 

May 10 Chimes Deadline 

May 13 Mother’s Day 

May 13 MICAH Listening Booths 

May 14 Fall Soccer Registration 

May 15 MICAH Core Group 

May 20 Day of Pentecost 

May 20 Children’s End of Year Party 

May 20 Gay-Straight Fellowship  

May 20 MICAH Listening Booths 

May 20 Young Adults Lunch 

May 20 Summer Teacher Training 

May 20 Pentecost Celebration at Rhodes 

May 21 Hutchison Graduation 

May 22 Summer Teacher Training 

May 23 Idlewild Elem. 5th Grade Completion 

May 26 Fellowship for Young Families 

May 27 Summer Adult Series begins 

May 27 Summer Choir Begins 

May 27 MICAH Listening Booths 

May 28 Memorial Day 

 Church Offices Closed 

May 29-30 QUEST 24 Hours 

Committee Meetings  

These meetings were scheduled as of April 20. 

Please check with your committee chair or the 

church office if you have questions. 

May 1...... 6:00pm ........... Congregational Care 

May 2 ..... 8:30am .................................... OLT 

May 8 ..... 6:00pm ..................... Adult Ministry 

May 9 ..... 8:00am ............ Building Committee 

May 9 .... 11:00am .... Nurture Leadership Team 

May 9 ..... 5:30pm ................ Budget & Finance 

May 14.... 6:00pm ................ Joyful Fellowship 

May 15.. 10:00am ...... PW Coordinating Team 

May 16.... 6:30pm .................................Session 

May 23 ... 5:00pm ............. House & Properties 

May 24 ... 8:00am ............................ Personnel 

The Gardening Magic of Jane Feild 

by Beth Simpson 

Have you ever noticed how the cheerful yellow pansies that brighten the garth in 

the winter and spring magically become pink and red impatiens in the summer 

months? Have you noticed how beautifully landscaped the 

church grounds are — how carefully weeded? 

No magic — not even a Biblical miracle — makes this 

happen. It happens because of the extraordinary 

dedication of Jane Feild. For years Jane has tended our 

grounds, coming weekly to work with John Springfield 

and to direct his work. Every season she buys the pansies 

and impatiens and, with John and often other volunteers, does the planting. She 

oversees the trimming and care of our shrubbery and trees and has an eagle eye 

for weeds. 

Often, before a wedding or another special event, Jane would come with Roscoe 

to walk the grounds to be sure everything “looked okay.” This passion for 

maintaining the beauty of our church grounds began years ago. Jane remembers 

that she and Roscoe came for a wedding and were so disheartened that our 

church, so beautiful, would have grounds in such disarray — weeds in the beds, 

overgrown, straggly shrubbery and trash all over the parking lot. There was a 

way to change that — and so she did. She has made it her job — her gift to our 

church — to make Idlewild’s grounds reflect the beauty inside. Take a look at the 

garth in its spring beauty, and you will see the result of her dedication. 

Last year, one of the old dogwood trees in the northwest corner of the garth died 

and had to be replaced. In deep gratitude to Jane for all she has done, new 

dogwoods have been planted in her honor. There is no way to fully express our 

thanks to her for this amazing gift of dedication. She would simply want us to 

notice and to enjoy the beauty.  

Jones Building Renovation Updates 

You’ve probably seen the construction work going on in front of the Jones 

Building — the earth berm on the west side is being removed, making way for a 

ground-level entrance and rooms with more natural light. And there’s much more 

happening inside. Walls and ceilings are being torn out, new HVAC ductwork is 

being installed, and old stairways are gone. Some small group tours will take 

place this summer, once the building is safe enough after demolition work. Watch 

the bulletins and newsletters for that info, and be sure to follow the church 

Facebook page (Idlewild Presbyterian Church) for regular pictures. 

Meanwhile, the Early Enrichment Center (EEC) at Idlewild, which will be 

administered by CAFE, has set its opening date as January 7, 2019. Visit 

www.earlyenrichment.org to learn more and find registration forms. 

Building Committee: Kirk Bobo and Steve Valentine, chairs; Chick Hill, Betsy 

Hood, Albert Johnson, Mark Jones, Lisa Mallory, Charlie McCrary, Josh Poag, 

Elizabeth Rouse, and Joellyn Sullivan, members; and Pastor Steve Montgomery, 

Doris Hurdle, Rebekah Abel Lamar, Jenni Brooks, and Ginny Moore, staff liaisons.  
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You Can Participate 

in MICAH’s Listening 

Campaign 

In May, the MICAH Core Group will 

be conducting a Listening Campaign 

to uncover which community issues 

are most important to the congrega-

tion. Through a series of one-on-one 

conversations, interviewers will ask 

questions such as, “What do you like 

most about Memphis?” and “What 

worries you most about Memphis?”  

MICAH’s other founding organizations 

will be conducting similar listening 

campaigns and, in June, the answers 

will be compiled, ultimately determin-

ing the issues MICAH will engage for 

the next several years.  

Our core group is determined to 

make this a broadly inclusive cam-

paign. If you are interested in being 

interviewed (probably a 30 minute 

conversation over coffee or tea) 

please be in touch with Stephen 

McIntosh, Chair of the MICAH Core 

Group, at wit38104@gmail.com. 

Congratulations to Griffin Hood, 

who was awarded the rank of 

Eagle Scout on April 15.  

We offer condolences to Jim 

Harwood, whose mother, Dot 

Harwood, died March 16.   

Submit your news to Jenni Brooks, 

jbrooks@idlewildchurch.org. 

 

 Transitions in Our 

Church Family 

New Babies 

Reese Morgan Wedemeyer 

daughter of Ginger & David 

Wedemeyer, born April 11  

Avery Rebecca Gross 

daughter of Charlie & Keaton  

Gross, born April 14, 2018 

Baptized in the Faith 

Briggs Kathryn Elliott 

daughter of Tim & Lawrence Elliott  

Andrew Sandidge Riley 

son of Pete & Lauren Riley 

New Members 

Eric & Deanne Metz 

by letter of transfer from New 

Providence Presbyterian, Maryville TN 

Wendy Rylee  

by letter of transfer from 

Hope Presbyterian, Memphis 

Zach Wells 

by affirmation of faith  

Restored to the Roll 

Bena Cates 

Removed from the Roll 

Natasha Marie Jessen Docktor 

Caroline Levernier Goodman 

Rita Halpern 

Richard Micheletti 

 

 

Memorials 

LEWIS DONELSON 

Emily & Jerry Gay 

KIM JOHNSON 

Anne & Mike Keeney 

ELSIE YEATES 

Jim Cole & Suzanne Henley 

Lottie Dabbs 

Minna & Alan Glenn 

Wil & Sally Hergenrader 

Helen Jabbour 

Mimi Phillips 

Margie & Allen Schubert 

PEGGY JOHNSON WADE 

Emily & Jerry Gay 

Honoraria 

DAVE DARNELL & MILDRED  

GREEN DICKSON 

   Rosemary Nelms 

WILLIAM D. McCORKLE 

Robin & Ralph Davison 

To the congregation 

from Maryville College 

Twice in the last three months, Maryville 

College (MC) has been the grateful recipi-

ent of your hospitality for two very differ-

ent trips. In January, MC chaplain Anne 

McKee, your own Corrine McClure (’18) 

and a group of MC Bonner Scholars spent 

MLK weekend in Memphis as part of 

the Road to Justice class. On St. Patrick’s 

Day weekend, once again, you open your 

homes and offer gracious hospitality, this 

time for the 50+ MC Concert Choir mem-

bers on The Road Home tour across 

Tennessee. We are grateful for the IPC 

clergy, staff and session, for all of the host 

families, and especially for work and plan-

ning by Barry Oliver, Dorothy McClure 

and Gayle Walker. 

For almost 200 years, Maryville College 

and the Presbyterian Church have been 

partners in learning, faith and service. In 

2018, partner churches continue to nur-

ture students in their spiritual growth and 

vocational discernment by supporting 

scholarships, internships and opportunities 

for shared mission. 

Thank you, Idlewild, for your partnership 

in making our Memphis “faith and 

learning” experience possible. And 

remember, the road runs both ways. We 

look forward to your visit to Maryville 

College!  

Steve Berger shows demolition work 
inside the Jones Building. 

http://gmail.com/
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Everyone had a Super Fun Day In the Pines! 


