
ORDINATION & INSTALLATION 

OF OFFICERS 

JANUARY 13, 2019 

The following are to be ordained and/or installed to serve on  

Idlewild’s Session and Diaconate. 

Deacons 

SAM BUCKNER 

LAUREN CANNON 

BEN CLARK 

 CHARLOTTE GILLESPIE * 

  HELEN GILLESPIE ** 

  DEBI HAVNER * 

  JOHN JONES * 

JEFF MYERS 

WILLIAM MYERS 

ELLEN ROLFES 

  TRACEY SANDERS * 

MELANIE STEWART 

AMY TAYLOR 

RULING ELDERS 

   ABIGAIL APPLE ** 

CHAD BRADDOCK 

  KATIE COLE * 

MEGAN FORD 

  BILL GIBBONS * 

JONATHAN JONES 

MOLLY GLOVER RYAN 

  DAVID RHODES * 

MARY TAYLOE 

SCOTT THOMAS 

  * To be installed only (previously ordained)    

** Youth elder serving a one year term 

We are truly grateful for all the men and women who serve and give generously 

of their time and talents. Their dedication to God’s work helps our church’s 

vision become a reality!



OUR NEW ELDERS 

ABIGAIL APPLE is serving one year as a youth elder. She is involved with all 
church youth activities, including mission trips and serving on the Youth 
Ministry Committee. She is a student at St. Mary’s. Abigail is the daughter of 
Jim and Anne Apple. Her vision for our church is to “inspire the youth of our 
church to be more involved in service work around the mid-south, youth group 
activities, and inter-generational activities churchwide.” 

CHAD BRADDOCK serves on the More Than A Meal and Hospitality 
Committees and the Outreach Leadership Team. Since coming to Idlewild in 
2011, he has been involved in ChristCare groups and the Gay-Straight 
Fellowship. Chad is a pharmacist and volunteers with Ole Miss Sports, local 
and state recovery communities, and state pharmacy organizations. When Chad 
and his partner, A.J. Northrop, aren’t busy at the church, they spend much time 
with family and friends. Chad wants our church “to build a more connected 
community of faith among our members and to continue working toward our 
mission to be a place where all who enter find a home.” 

KATIE COLE is co-leader of the HOPE Circle, a busy McMerton Gardens 
volunteer, and this year has been named as a trustee. She and her husband 
Keith are dedicated to God’s work. Through her 32 years at Idlewild, she has 
served as a 6th grade Sunday School teacher, junior high sponsor, confirmand 
mentor, Stewardship chair, and has been on two pastoral search committees 
(for Steve Montgomery and Rebekah Abel Lamar). Katie, a retired personal 
financial advisor, is a board member of Theatre Memphis and is on the Dean’s 
Advisory Board for the College of Arts and Sciences at the University of 
Tennessee. Her continued vision: “That Idlewild continues to keeps its door 
and heart open to all. That it provides a welcome and safe environment to ask 
the hard questions and have their faith challenged and nurtured. That it 
continues to serve as a beacon in our city and community for acceptance, 
physical, mental and spiritual well-being.”  

MEGAN FORD is a member of both the Children’s Ministry and Nominations 
Committees, and has been a part of VBS, NaCoMe and CAFE ministries. A 
teacher for 17 years, she is now the Lower School Dean of Students at Grace-
St. Luke’s Episcopal School. Megan and her husband Steele have two children, 
Merrill (15) and Lydia (11). She is very active in the community, and volunteers 
with MIFA meals delivery family days, Overton Park Roots organization, 
Grace-St. Luke’s Parents Association, and St. Jude Heroes. Megan sees Idlewild 
as “a haven of quiet, contemplative beauty in tandem with loud, joy-filled 
celebration.” Her hope is that we “continue to be light, to bring light, and to 
inspire light among all who seek it.” 



BILL GIBBONS, a longtime member, is on the Personnel Committee this year. 
He has served as a ruling elder in the past. Bill currently teaches at the 
University of Memphis. He was the Shelby County District Attorney General 
for many years. Bill and his wife Julia have two adult children, Will and Carey.  

JONATHAN JONES is a member of the Faith and Function class and serves on 
the Adult Ministry Committee. Since he and his wife JoAnn married here in 
2000, he has been a deacon, taught Sunday School (both children and adults), 
and been on the Evangelism Committee. Jonathan is chair of the Department 
of History and Social Studies at Memphis University School. He and JoAnn 
have two teenage sons, Paul and Andrew. He has served on the board of 
directors for Hands on Memphis, Inc. and Alzheimers Day Services, coached 
youth basketball, baseball and soccer, and continues as a longtime volunteer 
with Boy Scout Troop 34. Jonathan is excited about Adult Ministry. “I want to 
preserve and even expand those programs because we are commanded to do so 
by the Gospels.” He says, “We have to provide enriching programs to a broad 
audience at Idlewild—no easy task to such a diverse congregation. However, 
adult ministries not only educates and enriches our community, but it also 
allows our members to give back to the congregation by leading and sharing 
their expertise and knowledge.” 

DAVID RHODES is on the House and Properties Committee. A retired 
architect, David is serves on the boards of LeBonheur Children’s Hospital, 
Urban Child Institute, and Memphis Art Festival, and is a Tennessee Promise 
mentor. He has served as an elder, teacher and clerk of session at Shady Grove 
Presbyterian. He and his wife Donna have two grown children, David Rhodes 
Jr. and Dara Bigger. His vision is for Idlewild to continue to be “an open and 
inviting place for all providing wonderful facilities for worship and education 
and be active in promoting social justice and economic equity in Memphis.” 

MOLLY GLOVER RYAN is involved in Children’s Ministry as a Sunday School 
teacher and committee member, and helps with the More Than A Meal, 
McMerton Gardens, and Pinecrest programs. She previously served as a 
deacon. Molly is a lawyer with Burch Porter & Johnson, PLLC, and volunteers 
with Room in the Inn, Imagination Library, and the MBA Free Legal Clinic. 
She and her husband Matt have two children, Carter Wyatt (11) and Faith 
Ryan (12). Molly’s vision: “To be a faith community that continues to welcome, 
nurture, and provide opportunities to serve for all those who seek to have a 
personal relationship with Christ Jesus.” 



MARY TAYLOE is on the confirmation teaching team, Youth Ministry 
Committee, and Budget and Finance Committee. She has previously been a 
deacon. She works at Reynolds, Bone & Griesbeck, PLC as Audit Senior 
Manager, and volunteers through service days through her work, Clanlo HOA, 
and U-Club. Mary and her husband Jay have one daughter, Isabel “Izzy” 
(20 months). She wants to see Idlewild continue to be a place “where all who 
enter find a home, even if they do not agree with some of our ministries. To be 
a place where my daughter can grow and learn in her faith surrounded by 
people of all generations who are striving towards that same understanding.” 

SCOTT THOMAS, who has previously served as a deacon, is a member of the 
Christian Parenting class, on the Youth Ministry Committee, and is active in 
missions. He is employed at H.W. Jenkins Co. in millwork operations and 
volunteers with the Boy Scouts. He and his wife, Anne Bradley, have two 
children, Webb (13) and Clark (12). Scott sees our church “leading the way 
for spiritual growth.” 

OUR NEW DEACONS 

SAM BUCKNER serves on the Athletic Ministry Committee is active with 
Christian Parenting and basketball. He works with MAA in multifamily 
transactions. He volunteers with Service Over Self (SOS), which helps in 
underserved neighborhoods through home repair and leadership development. 
Sam and his wife Collin have two children, Annie (4) and Jack (2). His vision: 
“I feel Idlewild is an important institution within Memphis. My hope is that 
the church continues to grow and influence the citizens of this community.” 

LAUREN CANNON is on the NaCoMe Committee and a member of the Lectio 
Divina class. An artist and art teacher, she especially loves church fellowship 
and study groups. Lauren and her husband Tyler have four children, Tac (6), 
Huddy (4), Brooks (2), and Selby (7 months). She runs a visual art enrichment 
program and coordinates the GSL art auction. Her vision is for “continued 
growth and spread of love and hope” in our church. 

BEN CLARK joined in May 2017 after he and his wife Meghan moved here 
from Covenant Presbyterian in Charlotte, North Carolina. He serves on the 
Stewardship Committee, Idlewild MICAH Core Team, is a confirmation 
teacher, and volunteers with More Than a Meal and C3. Ben is Director of 
Pricing for American Home Shield. Before moving to Memphis, he was 
Director of Promotions for Lowe’s in Mooresville, N.C. Ben and Meghan have 
three children, Sloane (4), Mae Wheaton (2), and Davis (8 months). He wants 
Idlewild to “remain a welcoming place where ALL can find a home and 
continue to be Christian leaders in the fight for equity and justice in our 
community.” 



CHARLOTTE GILLESPIE moved to Memphis from Charleston, S.C. in 2016 
with her husband Boyd and children Lilly (18), Helen (16), and Philip (13). She 
is in Presbyterian Women and a member of the Abigail Circle. She previously 
served as a deacon at Second Presbyterian in Baltimore. A former attorney, 
Charlotte is active with the Junior League of Memphis. She envisions Idlewild 
“growing through our Bible-centered preaching and teaching; service; tolerance; 
and fellowship.” 

HELEN GILLESPIE is serving one year as a youth deacon. A student at 
Hutchison, Helen is involved in all aspects of youth ministry, and has made 
mission trips to New Mexico and Jamaica. She is vice president of the junior 
class at Hutchison, involved in planning the school’s vendor market and 
fundraiser Beeline Bazaar, Wilson Society, and on the swim team. Helen is the 
daughter of Boyd and Charlotte Gillespie. Her vision is “continued strong 
involvement with youth in the church… more activities to foster relationships 
between Idlewild teens and other age groups… sustained community outreach, 
and a priority for continuing reputation of acceptance.” 

DEBI HAVNER and her husband Galen came to Idlewild in 2016 from First 
Presbyterian Church in Bentonville. She is serving on the Stewardship 
Committee. She volunteers as a Brooks Museum trustee and with Dixon 
Museum Curator Circle and Acquisition. She has worked with AREND LLC, 
taught hearing and visually impaired K-12, and was chairman of the Bentonville 
Planning Commission. Debi and Galen have one adult child, Alice Jane Havner 
Kent. Her vision of the church: To continue to grow as a church that is 
dedicated to the physical and spiritual well being of its congregation and its 
community; and to be a national leader in research and development 
for Pre‑K.” 

JOHN JONES has previously been both deacon and elder. His gifts to the 
church include currently serving on the Hospitality Committee and earlier with 
Personnel and Nominations Committees. He is in the ChristCare (Men in Mid-
Life) group. John is an attorney with the Shelby County Government/ County 
Attorney’s Office; in the community, he assists Planned Parenthood of 
Tennessee and North Mississippi and the Samaritan Counseling Centers. John 
and his wife Anne have two young adult children, Frances and Phillip. Vision: 
“I pray Idlewild will continue its efforts toward inclusiveness in all its forms, 
but particularly in the areas of race and LGBTQ.” John believes it’s important 
to stay aware of the church’s many wonderful attributes: “It begins with 
worship and music,” he says. He appreciates our emphasis on children and the 
many small groups, such as ChristCare, which is “a great source of strength to 
me.”  



JEFF MYERS is serving as a youth advisor this year. He is a Registered Nurse 
at Methodist University Hospital and is seeking more ways to get involved in 
the community. Jeff and his wife Amanda came to Idlewild only two years ago 
and are part of our Young Adults ministry programs. Says Jeff, “I hope that 
Idlewild continues to be a positive presence in the community by serving those 
in need. I also would like see Idlewild further expand its diversity.” 

WILLIAM MYERS is a medical physicist at St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital. He serves on the Joyful Fellowship and Young Adult Committees 
and is in the choir. Previously he was on the Adult Ministry Committee. He is 
also a runner. He and his wife Catie Jane have a son, Jonah Myers, who was 
born in August. William says, “I would love to see Idlewild continue to grow. 
Grow in number of members but also in community service, outreach and as a 
place of diversity and understanding.” 

ELLEN ROBINSON ROLFES serves on the Community Support Committee. 
She joined Idlewild in 2016, having been a longtime Episcopalian. Ellen is a 
philanthropy strategist with her own company, Ellen Rolfes & Associates, Inc., 
and has two adult daughters, Amy Rolfes Poag and Ellie Rolfes Rencher. In the 
community, she is the former ED of ACE Awareness Foundation and the 
Women’s Foundation for a Greater Memphis; founding member and past 
president of Society of Entrepreneurs; and consultant to healthcare, the arts 
and higher education. Her vision is that our church “continues to be a beacon 
of light for inclusion and reconciliation.” 

TRACEY SANDERS came to Idlewild in 2017. A member of 20/20, she serves 
on the Outreach Leadership Team and Community Support Committee. At her 
previous church, Fourth Presbyterian in Greenville, S.C., she had been both a 
deacon and elder. She has been a website contractor, Unix system admin, and 
trainer, and volunteers in the community with the Germantown Symphony and 
as president of the Neighborhood Assn. Tracey and her husband Pete have one 
daughter, Hope. Tracey’s vision of the church is to “continue to serve God 
through justice, mercy and humility.” 

MELANIE STEWART teaches Sunday School for ages two and under and is on 
the Sunday Morning Welcoming, Personnel, and Children’s Ministry 
Committees. She has previously served as an elder. She is an attorney with 
Heaton and Moore. She and husband Sam have two children, Cade (18) and 
Ellie (16). Her vision for our church: “I hope all who enter do find a home.” 

AMY TAYLOR IS serving on this year’s Joyful Fellowship and Youth Ministry 
Committees. She’s been a member since 2005 and is in the Faith and Function 
class. Amy has two children, Jack (13) and Emily (16). She is accounts payable 
manager at Monogram Food Solutions.  



OFFICERS CURRENTLY SERVING 

ELDERS 2019 
Abigail Apple 

Ed Apple   
Richard Baer 
Barron Boyd 
Mac Coffield 

Lane Faughnan 
Ellis Haddad 
Nicole Joshi 

Elizabeth Rouse 
Nancy Thompson 

ELDERS 2020 
Mike Bruno 

Stan Covington 
Kevin Getman 

Betsy Hood 
Josh Lawhead 

Jenny Robertson 
Amy Sharp 
Kyle Veazey 

Leigh-Taylor White 

ELDERS 2021  
Chad Braddock 

Katie Cole 
Megan Ford 
Bill Gibbons 
Molly Ryan 

Jonathan Jones 
David Rhodes 
Mary Tayloe 

Scott Thomas 

DEACONS 2019 
Mills Barbee 

Jeanne Marie Cummings 
Helen Gillespie 
Sarah Haygood 
Adam Henson  

Catherine Higdon 
Melissa Peeler 
Alicia Powers 

Jay Tayloe 
Mike West 

Mike Williams 
Gib Wilson 
Anna Witte

DEACONS 2020 
David Bell 

Sarah Brandon 
Ted Cashion 
Dare Estok 
Betsy Gross 
Scott Moore 

Emily Mulqueen 
Gabby Nelson 
A.J. Northrop 
Amanda Ray 
Linda Scholl 
Susan Taylor

DEACONS 2021 
Sam Buckner 

Lauren Cannon 
Ben Clark 

Charlotte Gillespie 
Debi Havner 
John Jones 
Jeff Myers 

William Myers 
Ellen Rolfes 

Tracey Sanders 
Melanie Stewart 

Amy Taylor 

TRUSTEES EMERITI 
Mary Lou Adams 
Ed Beasley 
Jody Brown 
Wallace Bruce 
Charlie McCrary 
Beth Simpson 
Harry Wellford 
Walker Wellford III 

TRUSTEES 
Elizabeth Alrutz  
Larry Bryan 
Katie Cole 
Stephanie Rodda 
Jeff Thompson 
Gib Wilson 

DEACONS ROTATING OFF: Will Adams, Alan Glenn, Claire Kvande, Julie 
Markham, Katie McLeod, Kristen Murphy, Mary Muscari, Betty Nelson, Julie 
Raines, Grant Young, and Nate Taylor. 

ELDERS ROTATING OFF: Doug Alrutz, Sonny Charbonnet, Jeff Emerson, 
Gentry Harwood, Alyce Haynes, Karen Matthews, Pat Neely, John Pickens, 
Thad Rodda Jr., Jan Wardle, and Bruce Webber. 

2018 NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE: Nancy Thompson (chair), Ed Beasley, 
Mike Bruno, Jenny Haddad, Emily Mulqueen, Amy Poag, Thad Rodda Jr., and 
Steve Montgomery (staff). 
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A Vision of Idlewild 

Idlewild Presbyterian Church is a community in which… 

Jesus Christ is the center; the mighty voice of God 

inspires us to love; the Spirit joyfully sustains 

and nurtures seekers of every age, stage and 

circumstance. 

Worship forms the core of community life; prayer 

binds our brokenness and connects us in Christ’s love 

to God and to one another; music, poetry  

and art flourish in gratitude to our Creator; the beauty 

of creation is treasured and preserved; all the 

members of the church are ministers. 

The focus is scripture and its meaning for today;  

faith is formed and spirits nourished through 

reflection, practice and shared learning; the wisdom 

of other faith traditions is respected; and a diverse 

membership enriches and unites us. 

Justice speaks loudly and peace is our aspiration; 

all voices are heard; recreation and play are a 

wellspring for fellowship, celebration and growth; the 

love of God guides our minds and spirits, leading us 

to right action in our hearts, our homes, our 

community, our nation, and our world; 

And all who enter find a home. 


